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To  the  Wftrshipfal  Master^  Warden$y  mid  Brethren 
of  Lodge  16,  York}  Uja^er  Canada. 

Brethren,  '^ 

I  have  received,  through  the  meclmm  of  your  (leputatinn, 
your  unqualified  vote  of  thanks  for  my  service-.;,  top;ether 
mthaa  earnest  olHrial  reques4s£'the  pu]>!icafion  oftlie 
discourse  delhered  to  you  on  the  anniversary  of  ^t.  John 
the  Baptist;  which  request  I  consider  in  this  1o  be  impe- 
rative. ^' 

I  should  ne\'cr  have  prcsiimnd  to  present  It  to  tlie  puhlic 

had  I  noi  been  thus  roqncstcd  by  yon,  nnd  the  andience 

hcfore  whom  it  was  delivered     It  i- not  ray  business  to 

exhibit  the,  clefectlf  it  may  hdVCjjfor  t-   -  ♦v  nny  Miing  to  re- 
commend it,  but  that  you  ar^tlw  audience  have  requcsled 

me  to  print  y/"  l*^ 

However,  I  feel  in  duty  bound  to  say.  T  am  inde])tcd  to 
several  eminent  men  for  some  sentiments  I  liave  interwtv 
yen  into  the  discourse,  par^irwlarly  Bishops  Contbeare, 
Atterbury  and  Fcnelon  ;  Mr.  i.ocke,  Mr.  Ko'  lin  kc. 
hut  not  liaving  the  works  of  these  authors  by  me,  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  give  their  soiiiimerxts  in  their  own 


words. 


As  I  feel  to  have  no  personal  vanity  to  ;5rntify  by  becnm- 
ins;  an  aiitiior,  I  hop3  no  one  will  be  so  illiberal  as  to  tax 
aie  with  plai^iarisra. 

^'In  every  work  regard  the  autlior's  end.*' 

.T.  V. 

Yovl;  Upvpr  Canada,  Jnhj  10.  18.'20. 
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A  S!§l;2tOH» 


.        •V-.t    rS(^,  //"r.  "«"'**  thc*e  three, 
Uexcitod  in  tlie  !>".>''<: "»'«  »" ""  ,i«tv  to  prcftico  the  sc-r- 

'lew  „ttWs,V..y,  by  «l«'""  ?,  i^„  ,t  .omeihius. -•:"•■'§'■• 

J  1  to  »»  tins  «,U.ma  -■' 'X  il  u-.e.ulea  t»  .vcmov. 

•      '     '^  «  •„»,,  -  t .,.«  nvr>  .-^nTl  • 


,.vv  man  v.l..  ^"'i'^l^'V   f.'x  sin  c  o  a  Sui'veme  1  c"  ;, 
,.d  in  Ins  o«  I.  «<i'«l  '•!  ^''^.^^'^  f"  ,„,.  conduct,  and  uh  > 

,vi\l  nnvavd  ov  p-mshus  "  "  ;™J  >;     ,„  our  r..oval  p.-e.- 

a„,Uhap..  and  make  ready  "J   J  '     \\;  ,,,,d  f«v!l>  tl,U 
It  is  his  prim  .jdc  v>  i"-!'  1  \"™   ,„  „f  „,„•  f„itl.  and  prac- 
:,,e;sed  Book  (t\ie  Wd.  >')."f' "^^^^  ^.^  V  .^.f  .^  „,  ;„  .ayms 
ire       \nd  it  is  this  pruuiple  uhnh  J"*  „,p  .s- 

portion  may  ?^ccm.  J  .iv ->.ii 


■i 


lUicer  of  it;  tliat  &  good  mason  i«  not  &s  from  tlie  kin:;cloni 
of  God. 

Nowaslnma  deckled  character,  and  fi»ttled  in  ni^ 
seuLiinonts,  and  am,  from  a  varie'y  of  peculiar  circnnif^tan- 
ces,  dragged  from  ni^  native  and  heloved  cTiscurity,  and 
become  a  public  defender  of  Christianity.  I  never  intend  to 
let  an  opportunity  of  "vhihitina;  its  excellen';e.  unfold- 
ing; its  doctrines,  establishing  it«  truth,  tmd  cuforcing  it? 
mandates  pass  unimproved. 

My  heart  glows  with  gratitude  wTiitc  T  cnmtcmplate  it, 
as  a  system  divine  in  its  origin,  rational  in  its  nature,  con- 
ciliating in  its  influence,  superlatively  sublime  in  its  dic- 
^on,  and  trancendently  glorious  in  its  results.  It  is  an  im 
perioiis  duty  that  devolves  upon  me,  on  tlie  present  occa- 
sion, to  explain,  illustrate,  and  enforce  a  certain  part  of 
this  glorious  s'y;-item,  as  1  am  fully  assured  the  motc  this 
is  done,  and  its  interests  advanced,  nnd  its  spirit  imbibed 
by  the  members  of  the  united  f.odges,  the  more  will  tlie  de- 
sign  of  t!iis  institutiim  be  answered  :  fonts  ostensible  pur 
pose  is  the  subversion  of  Vice,  the  promotion  of  virtue,  and 
the  cidtivation  of  every  christian  grace.  "  Within  these 
walls  (impervious  to  the  vulgar  eye)  the  mind  is  nurtured 
in  all  the  soundness  of  Inteliecf,  that  discreet  and  engag- 
ing deportment,  that  benevolenre  and  charity  of  disposition, 
and  all  those  blandishments  of  manners  which  constitute 
the  most  noble  appendages  of  tlie  human  character.'-  I 
uc.v  speak  from  personal  knowledge,  ind  not  from  mere 
report.  If  I  was  inclined  lo  eulogize  I  might  very  consci- 
entiously say  riiich  more,  which,  though  it  might* be  coir- 
radered  useful,  is  atpr/>scnt  unseasauable.  as  I  m'jst  hasten 
rotht;  more  essential  services  of  this  day. 

That  portion  of  revealed  ^ruth  which  T  have  selected  for 
iny  Thesis  on  this  occasion,  is  of  no  private  inlerpvetatloi}, 
its  application  is  universal,  whether  we  be  men,  ormasong^^ 
|»r^(hriati*ns.  It  contains  in  itself  a  body  of  divinmtA' : 
it  IS  the  essence  of  Christianity,  and  the  concentralicn  of  all 
relijrion.  These  Avords  are  <i''ten  renen:ed  but  too  ppldnni 
onsidered,  nor  will  they  ever  be  fullv  fathomed   until  tlic 
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"'.[  "Xcoraed  in  the  first   E.-Utle  of  Paul  to  the 
rnrinlUians,  Chapter  xiii.  verse  13.  ,         i   ,  al, 

Z!^2kik  Faith,  Hope,  CnariUj,  tbese  .Lrec,  hU  ihe 
sretthst  of  these  U  charitn.  j^       appears 

f  AVliilel  am  reua.ns  over  '''«*„«,„"""''„  ""ery  word 
,ays  of  celestial  l.^lH  .Uvcrginj  «^,  '^i^^l^^eem  sur- 
there  seomr,  to  ''""S ^'^^'f^l.  ^e  '  I  e"u«  hesitate  and 
rounded  by  a  I'^ff'^^f '','''.•. Vt^e'" in?  lio»ever  I  must 
"'•^''%V'''t.7;srt;^rin\:vt-iicar,sees  beauteous 
proceed.     AiKiasauaj^  i  succcssio"' ^" 

I'KaeSi  ::<'  SuTbS  that  are  closely 

%^±:!t.;:^3r^i":iSeady^^ 

„f  nreKeic"se  of  your  candour  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt , 
b. '  LTwhict  m-t  nearly,  concerns  J""-^-  J^J^'^j 
ad  every  other  public  religious  service,  is  the  mixing 
t'dth  with  what  yon  hear  that  it  may  prafit  you. 

i  propose  in  the  following  discourse,  _      . 

T  To  slance  at  the  manifest  design  of  the  Apostle  b^ 
sliL-h^s^he  bearing  of  these  word,  upon  the  christi.u 
scheme. 


Ill     I  o  support  me  uocrmv  u'  t.tw  ^i 

tyismoveeNcelknMhauFaiihorHope. 

^IV.   And  lastly,  apply  the  nd.ject  to  the  two  distinct^ 

class  of 'iocielv  here  assembled.  ^    ;    '  ni.^  A  ' 

I  I U  first  .0  glance  at  the  manifest  design  of  the  A.- 
poJue  by  shewi„;r.Ue  bearing  of  these  -ords  upon  the 
Christian  scheme.  «t  Paul  was  by  birth  "^  «»^^"'  »* 
lini-i-e  a  Tew,  bv  rircum«t!>nce  a  scholar  ;  he  unrttr»loo<i 
e™rl^n^,.,Ma  o'^the  .)ewi«h  system,  and  was  madly  zca  - 

w  i-„  ' •■:.  .-'••s  OM   ,.r  l.i«  fatVer^ :    but  it  is  ceriain  at  tliat 
time,  1..3  under.. ood  nottliat  it  had  received  it8  consummn- 


I 


8 

^  tion  in  Jesus  Clmst ;  ami  that  be  wa§  become  the  end  of 

law  to  every  one  that  believed. 

lie  must\ls()  have  had  a  very  extenyive  hnowled;?©  of 
the  religion  of  the  snrroundins;  heathens,     lie  was  litu-n  ai 
Tarsus,  the  metropolis  of  Cilicia;  a  city  equal  to  Rome  ia 
its  privileges,  and  after  it  had  pleased  Ixod  to  reveal  his  Son 
in  him,  he  travelled  mncii  among  the  idolatrous  nations, 
lived  two  years  at  Corinth,  wiierc  lewdness  v  as  a  proy- 
erl),  and  where  idolatry  was  tlie  established  religion.     He 
had  been  instrumental  'in  plauting  a  Christian  chiirch  there, 
. ,     and  unto  them  had  been  imparled  those  extraordinary  gifts 
*/t/A  -.  they  had  abused,  and  in  this  Epistle  and  in  this  chap^jr, 
his  intention  seems  to  be  the  correction  of  those  al)uses  by 
shewing  the  true  nature  and  proper  use  of  those  gi^ts.— 
that  the  religion  he  had  taught  among  them,  and  which 
thcv  had  espoused,  might  be  J3xed  on  a  firm   basis:  The 
grand  palladium  of  which,  he  holds  forth  in  the  words  ol 
*    the  text.     And  this  is  not  li'.ie  the  palladium  of  Troy,  of 
Rome,  or  Athens,  a  wooden  statue,  but  the  principal  au'l 
most  essential  part  of  Christianity,  Charity  ! 

The  apostle  saith  now  abideth  Faith,  Hope,  Chanty.— 
The  Jewish  economy ,though  of  divi?ie  origin,wasbut  tem 
porary,  "the  shadow  of  good  things  to  come.''  (Heb,  x.  1.) 
Now  shall  these  burthensome  rites,  oblique  illusions,  types, 
shadows,  ceremonies,  and  formalities,  be  removed.  As 
it  is  said  "  from  the  days  of  John  the  Baptist  even  until  now 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth  violence,  and  the  violent 
fake  it  by  force,''  but  now  shall  the  true  worship  of  tht 
true  God  be  established,  and  they  who  worship  him  shall 
do  it  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  unto  us  is  the  last  and  most  per 
feet  dispensation  revealed.  "  Upon  us  tlie  ends  of  the 
world  are  come,''  (Cor.  X  11.)  And  this  dispcnsatioi 
hath  in  it  three  things,  viz  faith,  hope  and  chanty.  >>  < 
"\Till  then  proceed  to  explain, 

II.  The  import  of  these  several  virtues,  or  gf  aces,  whicl 
liave  amongst  us,  very  signilicanily  been  compared,  "  t( 
the  three  principal  rounds  in  Jacob's  ladder,  by  the  he l] 
of  which,  we  hope  to  arrive  at  the  celestial  lodge  above 
Faith  fixes  the  foot,  Hope  lifts  her  eyes  and  views  ili 
trrffcrent  gradations  ami  eiigerly  aspires,  and  Chanty  sup 
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pon.hoiouherwi^  FMiiii-ihisis  ihzpedM  What 
then  h  Faith  ^  not  whiii  i-  my  faith  bnt  the  faith  meant 
bv  the  aiwstle.  Volumes  Irnve  been  written  on  this  sub- 
iect  and  many  have  been  so  tenacious  of  their  sentiments 
as  in  give  full  proof  they  had  not  that  Faith  which  pun- 
fies  tlMJ  heart,  and  works  l)y  love. 

Faith  seems  to  be  used  in  so  general  a  sense,  as  even  to 
include  hope  itself,  see  (Heb.  xi.  1.)  when  itv^  called  ^;  the 
substance  of  things  hoped  for.  and  the  evidence  of  thing<^ 
not  seen."  But  in  a  niori-  strict  and  proper  sense,  it  si^^in- 
fles  assent  upoatestimouy,  ittcasuii   where  that  testimony 

Faith  rcinles  cither  to  persons  or  to  th'ngs,  to  the  one 
•9  the  ground  of  men's  assent,  to  the  other  as  the  subject 
matter  of  their  belief  There  is  still  another  noUon  of  t  aith 
observable  in  the  New  restaraent,  and  to  which  t.ie  text 
seems  to  refer.     I  mean  such  a  strong  persuasion  of  divine 
concurrence  a«  prompted  the  apostles  and  other  early  chris- 
tians to  exert  themselves  in  the  operation  of  miracles.— 
This  was  very  necessary  in  those  days,  for  the  confirma- 
f.on  of  that  religion  which  was  to  supercede  all  others,  and 
spread  through  all  the  world.     But  we  have  no  need  in 
cur  times  for  such  evidence.    The  ordinary  influence  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  immutable,  self  evident  truth  of  (rod  s 
word,  his  visible  church,  and  extraordinary  interferences 
iQ  the  course  of  his  all-wise  Providence  for  its  preserra- 
.  t2on  and  prosperity,  a  iswer  the  same  end  ;    we  live  under 
thp  best  dispensation  '^  upon  us  the  ends  of  the  world  are 
come,"(lstCor.  X.  11.)  Perhaps  the  most  interesting  (.ef- 
inition  of  Faith,  as  it  regards  us  individually,  is  that  which 
describes  it  as  a  "  saving  grace  wrought  in  the  soul  by  the 
gpirit  of  God."     "'  This  is  the  Faith  whereby  we  receive 
Jesus  CJnist  as  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel,  not  only  as  the 
saviour  of  the  world,  but  as  our  (personal)  medntor  and 
saviour."     This  definition  is  supported  by  these  and  other 
such  passages  of  scripture.     "  By  grace  are  ye  saved, 
through  faith."  (Eph.  ii.  8.)  Therefore  being  justified  by 
faith  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  onr  Lord  Jesus 
Christy  by  whom  we  have  access  into  this  gi-nce,  wlierein 
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we  stand  ami  rejoiceinhopeofthe  glory  of  God.      It  is 
said  to  -  work  by  love"  («al  v.  6  )  and  to  "Purify  the 
Jieart,"  (Acts  xv.  9.)  it  is  said  be  the  common  faith,  (lit. 
i  4  )  this  is  an  act  of  the  understanding,   (Acts  viii.  37.) 
And  its  fruit  is  righteousness,  Rom.  x.  10.    So  \vc  see  that 
Fa'Uh  is  something  more  than  a  belief  upon  testimony,  for 
J^aul  vouches  for  the  faith  before  Aggrippa.  But  Aggrippa 
declares   »' he  is   only  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  chns- 
tiaM.''(Actsxxvi.  27,  28.)     Although  I  am  certain   this 
subject  is  essential  to  our  decision  of  Character,  our  peace 
of  mind,  and  eternal  salvation,  yet  the  time,  allotted  me  on 
this  occasion  will  not  allow  me  to  expatiate  as  my  feelings 
prompt  me.     I  must  proceed  to  shew  what   is  meant  by 
Hope.     It  is,  properly  speaking,  a  desire  of  the  mind  for 
soiue  real,  or  supposed  good,  not  yet  possessed  ;    ground- 
ed on  such  probable  reasons,  as  are  sufficient  to  warrant 
such  dc**ire,  or  expectation.     This  is  what  is   meant  by 
hope  in  general  :  a  religious  or  divine  hope,  must  be  foun- 
ded on  divine  reasoning ;  which  are  such  intimations  of 
divine  favours,  as  God  has  thought  fit  to  grant  us,  and  these 
are  either  express  promises,  or  else  those  rational  dcduc-. 
tion^  drawn  from  tlie  order  and  scheme  of  providence  ;  a 
capability  for  which  is  one  distinguishing  characteristic  of 
a  rational  creature. 

Hope  was  represented  by  the   ancients  by  a  beautitui 
child,  arrayed  in  hiose  flovi'inf^  white  robes,  standing  on 
tiptoes,  holding  a  trefoil  in  its  right  hand  and  a  silver  an- 
chor in  its  left.  These  emblems  t  need  not  explain.  There 
seems  no  passion  more  natural  to  man  than  liope  :    and 
surely  none  more  useful.     It  is  this   wliicli  buoys  up  his 
sinking  soul  when  struggling  beneath  the  mighty  pressure 
of  clusteriug  woes.    It  is  this  which   enables  him  to  bear, 
"The    oppi-essors  wrong,    the  proud  man's  contumely, 
the  insolence  of  office,  and  the    law's    delay,"  indeed  it 
<•  springs  eternal  intiie  human  breast."  It  is  predicated  m 
Scripture  in  the  most  exalted  manner  as  it  applies  to  the 
christian,  it  is  called  purejas  it  is  resident  in  the  heart  that 
is  cleansed  from  sin.  '  It  is  said  to  be  goodj:  (in  distinction 
from  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite)  as  deriving  its  origin  from 
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GimI,  and  centerini^  in  him.     It  is  called  lively,"]  as  it  pro- 
ceeds from  spiritual  life,  and  renders  its  possessor  vigorous 
and  active  in  good  works.     It  is  courageous,^!  because  it 
excites  fortitude  in  all  the  troubles  of  life,  and  yields  sup- 
port in  the  hour  of  death.     It  is  called  sure,*  its  founda- 
tion is  firm,  and  it  will  not  disappoint  us  at  the  last.     It  is 
joyful,^  because  it  produces  the  greatest  felicity  in   antici- 
pation of  complete  deliverance  from  all  eril.^     i  am  soi-rj- 
we  cannot  stay  to  pick  up  some  of  these  precious   gems 
and  examine  their  beauties.     However,  let  us   not  forget 
to  admire  and  adore  our  creator  and  saviour,  for  having  so 
revealed  himself  to  the  world,  as  to  excite  in  us  both  faith 
and  hope  ;  by  the  one  enlarging  and  gratifying  our  unde- 
standing,  and  by  the  other  supporting   our  will,  and  by 
the  help  of  both,  carrying  us  on  through  all  the   paths  of 
religion  and  virtue,.to  the  more  perfect  knowledge  of  those 
things,  which  we  M  present  enly  believe,  and  the  consum- 
mate enjoyment  of  that  happiness  for  which  we  now  hope. 
I  now  come  to  the  third  virtue,  or   grace  mentioned  in 
our  Text,  viz.  Charity.     As  we  have  often  been  deluded 
by  taking  the  effect  for  the  cause,  1  think  it  proper  to  be  a 
little  particular  here.     Charity  is  something  more  than  cas- 
ual, or  even  liberal  alms-giving;  this  is  sometimes  an  effect 
of,  but  never  can  be  considered  as  true  charity,  for  it  is 
motive^nd  intention  that  ai-e  the  true  characteristics  of  vir- 
tue or  vice.     St.  Paul  tells  us  a  "  man  may  give  all   his 
goods  to  feed  the  poor  and  his  body  to  be  burned  and  yet 
have  no  genuine  evangelical  charity."     It  is  properly  a 
habit,  or  disposition  of  loving  God  with  all  our  heart  and 
oar  neighbour  as  ourselves.     <•  Charity''  says  an  aide  and 
mi  derri  writer  consists  not  in  mere  sjieculativc  ideas   of 
general  benevolence,  floating  in  the  head,  and  leaving  the 
lienrt  untouched,  and  cold;  neither  i«i  it  confined  to  that 
indident  g«).)d  nature  which  makes  us  rest  satisfied  with 
being  free  from  inveterate  malice,  or  ill  will  to  our  fellow 
(reatures,  without  prompting  us  to  be  of  service  to  any.— 
It  is  not  properly  a  single  virtue  ;  but  a  disposition  resid- 
ing in  the  heart'as  a  fountain  ;    whence  all  the  virtues  of 
boiiiguily.  r.unlour,   forbearance,  generosity,  compassion, 
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imd  liberality  flow,    as  so  many  vit\\e  streams.      From 
ceneral  coed  will  to  all,  it  extends  its   iniluence,   particu- 
larly  to  those  with  whom  we  stand  in   nearest  connection, 
and  who  ar<»  direct  within  the  sphere  of  our  good  offices. 
From  the  country  or  community  to  which   we  belong,  it 
descends  to  the  smaller  associates  of  neighbourhood,  rela- 
tives and  friends  ;  and  spreads  itself  over  the  whole  circle 
of  social  and  domestic  life.    I  mean  not  that  it  imports  a. 
promiscuous  undistinguishing  aflFection  which  gives  ei-ery 
,an  an  equal  title  to  our  love.     Were  v/e  to  carry  it  so 
lar,  Charity  would  be  an  impracticable  virtue,  and  would 
resolve  itself  into  mere  words.     True  charity  attempt  not 
to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  distinction  between  good   and  bad 
men  ;  nor  to  warm  our  hearts  equally  to  those  who  befriend 
and  those  who  injure  us.    It  reserves  our  esteem  for  our 
friends  and  our  complacency  for  good  men.    It  inspires  to- 
wards our  enemies  forgiveness  and  humanity.     It  breathes 
universal  candour  and  liberality  of  sentiment ;    it  forms 
gentleness  of  temper  and  dictates  affability  of  manners.— • 
It  prompts  corresponding  sympathies  with  them  who  re- 
joice and  with  them  who  weep.     It  teaches   us  to  slight 
and  despise  no  man.     Charity  is  the  comforter  of  the  af- 
flicted, the  protector  of  the  oppressed,  the  reconciler  ot  dif- 
ferences, tlie  intercessor  for  offenders.     It  is  not  like  a 
ro-teor  that  occasionally  glares,  but  a  luminary  that  is  reg- 
ular in  its  course,  perpetually  dispensing  its  benignant  in- 
fluence.    It  assumes  every  shape  in  which  it  is  possible  to 
benefit  mankind.     It  is  lithfulncss  in  the  Friend,  public 
spirit  in  the  Magistrate,  equity  and  patience  in  the  judge, 
moderation  in  the  Sovereign,  and  loyalty  in  the  subject.--- 
In  parents  it  is  attention  and  solicitude  ;    in  children  it  is 
reverence  a^nl  submission     In   a  word,  it  is  the  soul  of 
social  life  ;  it  is  the  sun  that  enlivens  and  cheers  the-bodiea^ 
of  men."    AVerc  I  to  attempt  to  personify  charity,  I  would 
say  she  has  a  iieart  to  feelior,  and  pity  misfortune  ;  she 
has  eyes  which  dart  round  the  world  in  quest  of  wretch- 
edness, whose  keen  celestial  gaze  inspires  delight  ,•    she 
has  feet  which  run  w  ith  eagerness  to  bear  the  needed  alrns^ 
mil  she  Ijas  a  l.^^nd  that  lii.erally  bestows  ;    she  has  inge- 
nuity and  priidincc  thatuieex«'rted  in  rosnic  nnd  to  pavr. 
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But  alas!  how  poor  h  language  and  how  faint  the  im- 
press we  receive  fi-om  words  describing  heavenly   objects. 
T-u-  (leliirht  1  feel  while  speaking  on  this  subject  impels 
me  to  enter  on  the  third  partof  my  discourse,  which  is  HI, 
to   support  the   doctrine   of    the  apostle,  that  chanty  is 
more  excellent  than  faith  or  hope      This  will  appear 
hv  considering  the  following  particulars      1.  Ift^^'^; 
tv  is  the  end  of  f^iith  and  hope.     2-  That  it  is  absolutely 
essential  to  salvation.  3-  That  it  will  constitute  our  enjoy- 
.  laent  in  heaven.     And  lastly  that  it  hatli  a  place  among 
'  the  divine  perfections.     1st,  Charity  is  the  end  of  faith 
i  and  hope,  it  is  said  "  the  end  of  the  commandment  is  char- 
i  itv  "  and  faith  and  hope  are  only  means  by  which  tbis  ena 
1  «^  be  attained.     Faith  in  all  its  operations  converges 
i  to  this  point ;  hope  hath  the  same  tendency,  the  very  con- 
■  dition  of  hope  is  charity,  for  the  thing  hoped  for  is  a  re- 
w:  rd,  and  this  reward  is  promised  Tor.  and  suspended  on 
the  performance  of  some  duly.     And  wliat  is  that  duty  bu  t 
u  concurrence  with  the  divine  measures  in  carrying  on  the 
•  o-eneral  good  of  mankind ;   so  we  see  the  reciprocal  influ- 
ence of  faith  and  hope,  their  uniform  tendency  and  ulti- 
matura,  is  charity.  - 

%  Charity  is  absolutely  essential  to  salvation.     Here  I 
could  wish  to  be  understood  with  favour  and  notasinti- 
mating  that  faith  or  hope  may  be  dispensed  with.     But  in- 
fluenced by  that  charity  of  which.  I  am  speaking,  1  would 
not  exclude  from  heaven  all  who  have  not  the  gospel,  and 
have  not  therefore  the  proper  reasons  for,  and  objects  ol, 
faith  and  hope,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
all  who  live  under  the  Gospel  shall  be  judge*'  by  the  Gos- 
pel.     But,  3dly  Charity  will  constitute  our  enjoyment  m 
heaven  ,•  "  prophesies  shall  fail,  tongues  shall  cease,  know- 
ledge-shall vanish  away,  but  charit  y  never  faileth."  1 : 1  oi-. 
-13,8.     Hop      hall  cease  when  enjoyment  begins.     Faith 
shall  be  lost  in  sight,  but  charity  (or  love)  shall  accompa- 
ny us  through  the  infinite  variety  of  enjoyments  in  endless 
life.     WhcMi  we  "  are  chithed  upon  with  oui-  house  which 
is  from  heaven  ;''   and  have  entered  on  a  state  unchang-^- 
able  ;  and  are  put  in  jHJs-rssion  of  that  in'.jeritance  whic^i 
is  incorrupiable,  undciilcd.  and  that  fadoth  nut  away  -, 
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\vhcre  we  shall  ]>eptnr>iltetl  to  drink  tlie  liviiii;;  streams  of 
bliss  close  to  the  ruuntain  head  ;  and  are  i)rivile£;ed  to 
gaze  oil  tlje  full  blaze  of  Deity,  and  are  changed  frcm 
glory  iii*o  J^lory  by  the  spirit  of  Ihc  Lord  ;  then  shall  our 
affeciir.iss  in  fall  tide  like  rivers  tend  to  their  source,  .ud 
love  shall  constitute  our  everlasting  heaven.  4thly  And 
lastly,  Charity  has  a  place  among  the  divine  perfections. 
This  cannot  1)6  said  of  either  faith  or  liope,  for  as  (jod 
knows  all  things  he  has  nothing  to  believe  ;  and  as  he 
possesr-e<^  all  things  he  cannot  be  said  to  hope  for  any 
thing.  But  all  things  rise  in  proof  of  this  grand  truth, 
that  Oodis  Love.  The  whole  scheme  of  human  redemp- 
tion:, the  complete  economy  of  nature,  the  uniform  direc- 
tion and  perpetual  government  of  Providence,  elicit  the 
clearest  deoionstration.  And  so  complete  and  absolute  is 
this  divine  atuibute  that  ^hen  it  foufid  not  an  object 
Avhereou  to  display  itself  it  made  one  ;  atouce  manifesting 
an  infinitude  of  power  and  an  infinitude  of  goodness.  And 
now  he  hath  created  us,  hath  he  Irft  us  to  ourselves  ;  w  ith- 
out  any  friendly  power  to  support  and  guard  us  ?  Hath 
he  not  furnished  the  wtu'ld  in  which  he  has  placed  us  with 
every  thing  needful  either  for  our  subsistance  or  delight  ? 
And  do  not  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  and 
t'le  accidents  to  which  we  are  exjiosed,  prove  to  us  that 
charity  is  the  noblest  feeling  of  our  nature.  Were  this 
disposition  universally  vliffused  and  unilorm  in  its  opera- 
tion >ve  should  have  lieaven  in  the  way  to  heaven,  and  this 
will  actually  be  the  case  when  the  gospel  <)f  ourGod  and 
of  his  Christ  hath  accomplished  that  w  hich  it  is  intended 
to  accomplish  ;  when  ^^  righteousness  shall  cover  the 
earth  as  the  wattM's  cover  the  face  of  the  great  deep.'' — 
Then  shall  the  full  meaning  of  those  words  be  understood 
"  He  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwellelh  in  God  f.nd  God  in 
him,  for  God  is  love."  And  the  more  v.e  drink  inin  the 
spirit  of  the  gospel,  the  more  we  participate  of  the  divine 
nature  ;  and  the  more  we  arc  conformed  to  the  image  of 
God.  the  more  happy  we  are.  I  fed  i4  dilHrult  to  tear  my 
mind  away  from  contemplations  so  glorious  and  enraptu- 
ving  as  f I'p  poet  i^ays ; 

"  Such  cantemphlions  mount  us,   and  slumld  inounl 
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The  soul  still  hisjlier  and  never  glance  on  man, 
Unraptured  uiiintlamcd."     Night  Though  rs 
As  there  are  two   distinct  classes  of  persons  before  me 
viz.  those  who  arc,  and  those  who  ire  not  Masons,   my 
application  must  he  both  general,  and  particHb»r. 

1  have  but  little  doubt  of  your  being  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  the  text,     that   the  last  and  most  perfect  div^^en- 
sation  is  established,  and  now  abideth  faith,  liope,    and 
charity,  these  tliree,  and  that  the  greatest  of  the«e  is  cha- 
rity.    But  permit  me  to  enquire  as  one  that  caretth  for  your 
souls,  have   we  all  that  faith  which  is  essential  to  salva- 
tion ?     We  may  believe  the  word   of  God,  as  being  o? 
divine  origin,  and  as  the  ^'  rule  of  our  faith  and  praciice," 
and  yet  it;  may  have  no  more  influence  on  the  heart  and 
life,  than  believing  that  there  was  once  such  a  person  as 
Alexander  the  Great  or  Julius  Csesar.     We  may  under- 
stami  religion    as  a  science  and  be  what  is  called  or- 
thodox in  our  heads,  and  yet  our  knowledge  and  our  faith 
be  as  unavailing  as  that  mentiond  by  St.  James,  ii,  19. 
True  faith  always  produces  the  fruits  of  rigbtcoosnesa.and 
in  said  to  be  a  living  principle,  John  vii,  38,  and  to  shew 
itself  by  emanations  of  goodness  and  without  these  it  is 
dead  and  useless,  James  ii.  20,  26.     i  ^  i 

We  may  have  hope,  but  it  may  be  a  hope  that  will  pe- 
rish, Job  viii,  13, 14.  We  may  have  built  on  the  sand  of 
of  our  good  works,  and  intentions,  and  a  presumption  that 
God  is  infinite  in  mei-cy  forgeting  that  "  a  Gotl  all  mercy 
is  a  God  unjust." 

It  behoves  us  to  enquire  whether  we  have  divine  rea- 
sons for  our  hope,  and  what  is  its  foundation  and  confirma- 
tion ?  If  our  hope  is  iu  the  Lord  do  we  kn«w  any  thing 
of  the  blessedness  of  the  man  whose  hope  the  Lord  is  ? — 
Jer.  xvii,  7, 8.  Did  our  experience  tver  accoixl  with 
what  Ht.  Paul  say  totheGalatians,  v,5.  '<  For  we  through 
the  spirit  wait  for  the  hope  of  righteousness  by  faith."  And 
to  the  Homans  v,  from  tlie  1.  to  the  6,  "IJelng  justified  by 
failii,  we  have  peace  with  God  thmugh  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  by  m  horn  we  have  access  by  faith  unto  his  grac& 
■wiMM'f'iu  we  stand  and  reign  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 

tribulations  also :  know- 
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.ing  that  tribulation  worketh  patience  ;  and  patience  expe- 
rience, and  experience  hope  ;  and  hope   maketh  not  a- 
shamed  ;  because  the  love  of  God  is  slied  aliroad  in  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  wliich  is  given  unto  us."    Is 
our  hope  assumed,  or  is  it  given  unto  us  of  God  ?    May  I 
address  you  in  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  2  Tiies.  ii,  16. — 
"  Now  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself,  and  God,  even  our 
Father,  who  hath  loved  us,  ard  hath  given  us  everlasting 
consolation  and  good  hope  through  grace,  comlbrt  your 
hearts,  and  stablish  you  in  every  good  word  and  work.'* 
If  our  hope  be  of  this  nature  it  is  *  our  anchor  to  the  soul,- 
(  and  is  )  <  both  sure  and  steadfast,'  and  this  alone  is  the 
hope  that  will  bear  the  test.     We  may  raalte  an  eiTor  in- 
mathematical  calculations,  or  we  may  err  in  science,  and 
those  things  on  which  our  honor,  interest,  and  pleasure 
are  suspended,  yet  the  loss  sustained  thereby  may  be  re- 
/^/*<»/'^|bSiand  not  prove  ruinous,  but  an  error  in  religion  may 
be  fatal  to  our  peace  and  everlasting  interest.     O  let  us 
take  the  advice  of  St.  Paul,  "  be  not  deceived,"  Paul  vi,  7- 
I  feel  it  my  duty,  by  way  of  applying  this  subject  more 
closely,  to  enquire  have  we  Charity,  thatd'  ine  principle, 
\vhich  has  for  its  object  God,  his  cause,  his  people,  and  the 
perishing  souls  of  men  ?     Can  we  say  "  we  know  that  we 
have  passed  from  death  unto  life  because  we  love  the  bre- 
thren."    Our  knowledge  will  avail  us  little,  and  every 
other  grace  and  fancied  excellence  v/ill  amount  to  nothing 
without  this  ;  even  our  faith,  and  our  hope,  are  but  sha- 
dows or  creations  of  our  imaginations  without  this,  as  theiv 
centre,  and  their  end.    This  is  the  end  of  the  command- 
ment.    This  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law 

I  would  now  address  myself  particuhrly  to  those  who 
have  undertaken  to  reduce  morality  to  a  system  and  make 
the  arts  and  sciences  to  bear  upon  this  noble  purpose.  To 
those  who  are  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  world  by 
mutual  pledges  of  the  most  tender  f^ifclislsbip.  I  would 
observe  to  you,  that  those  pledges  ancf  aistinctions  founded 
on  them,  lay  on  each  of  you  i»  great  weight  of  responsibi- 
lity ;  how  you  support  that  responsibility  is  hest  knoy,  n  to 
yourselves.  But  you  know  llie  honor  of  thin  instituMnn  is 
suspended  on  you  individually,  and  ^unless  its  excellence 
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can  be  read  by  the  world  in  your  exterior,  all  arguments 
in  its  favor  are  vain.  Unle.^s  the  conduct  of  the  niemliers 
is  such  as  to  prevent  or  wipe  off  reproach  from  the  institu- 
tion, 'tis  useless  to  talk  of  the  correspondence  of  Maso- 
nic principles  with  divine  revelation,  neither  can  it  answer 
any  better  purpose  to  speak  of  its  institution  and  its  cha- 
rities, nor  can  the  oft  repeated  and  fondly  considered  coi- 
lossal  arguments  of  antiquity,  number  an<l  popularity, 
erase  from  theiniblic  mind  the  prejudicial  opini«tns  inbib- 
ed  by  observing  the  irregularities  and  immoralities  too  fre- 
quent amongst  us. 

IfyoL  wish  to  increase  in  number  and  maintain  the  res- 
pectability of  the  iustitution,the  cause  of  which  you  Imve  es- 
poused, something  more  convincing  must  be  exhibited  to  the 
public  than  such  specious  decorations      1  know  it  is  your 
wish  that  men  of  sound  judgment,  deep  thought,  and  close 
reflection,  should  attach  themselves  to  your  order.     Such 
men  will  pause,  ponder,  sift  and  examine  for  themselves. 
Let  us  see  how  much  these  arguments  amount  to  in  our 
favor,  I  mean  the  arguments  of  antiquity,  number,  and  po- 
pularity-     It  is  said,  our  order  is  of  long  standing,  and 
has  therefore  a  claim  on  reverence,  esteem,  and   union  ; 
but  may  not  the  Pagan,  the  Jew,  the  Chinese,  and  the 
Mahomedan  say  the  same.     This  argument  applied    to 
visible,social,  or  religious  establishments,  concludes  equal- 
ly for  error  as  for  truth,  for  the  rites  of  the    Ivlosaic,  the 
intidelity  of  the  Mahomedan,  and  the  Idolatries  of  the 
Pagan  system.  On  this  principle  Ihe  .lew  can  demonstrate 
the   reasonableness  of  his  ccmduct  in  adhering  to  Mosaic 
ritual ;  the  Mahomedan,  for  his  submission  to  the  absur- 
dities of  the  Koran  ;  and  the  Pagan,  the  obligations  he  is 
under  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  his  forefathers,  in  worshijing 
the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars.  This  is  one  argument  to'ally 
insufficient  in  itself  for  the  furnishing  of  any  ceHain  crite- 
ron.  either  of  purity  of  doctrines   or  rectitude  of  prrrlice. 
On  this  principle  *the  Church  of  Kome  endeavours   to 
make  snood  her  cla.m*  to  suj)remacy.     Hut  ir  i*  not  a  very 
coin'itvn?^  m.  'de  of  ar""!!!ni'n<«*i(»?i  toe.nv  »'<  \v«>ai'(»lho  only 
true  Church  and  liave  our  credentials  to  show  and  every 
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ouu  ibat  is  not  tonfoijoed  to  our  i^^odes  of  ^oTslnp,  and 
S  b,  l-V  i-euei:;a(ro  and  a  «clus,maic.-  Tbis  savour.  nu>ve 
oVbiioli-v  and' a  pevsfcurmg  ^miit  tban  good  sense  ami 
cLilv  "  TU'  cunsideration  of  number  is  the  same  m  ita 

is  ly^tems  totaEy  op|)«.eA  to  eacb  otber  as  having  been 
vend-'red  succe.^iul  hy;  cUvine  iuterposition.  It  repie«cnt^ 
(;od  as  now  eosiis^ed  for  oae  and  then  for  anptber  ;  in  our 
quarter  of  the  world  establisliing  Heathenism, »«  «"ot  ;f 
Judaism,  and  Christianity  in  another.  If  we  «dmit  tb^j^ 
r  i  oniu^to  be  conducive,  and  apply  it  to  the  general  re-^ 

i..iou.s  system.  ;n  the  wu.ld  even  at  present,  it  will  dcnde 
a|aint  Christianity  it.clf  and  bind  us  over  to  the  profession 

olf  paganism-  -     ■  ^  ,  ,  . 

in^e  popplaUon  of  the  world  lias  lately  been  stated  t« 
be  eislit  buudretl  millions,  ranged  under  these  four  denp- 
minntions.     1.  Pagans,  which  comprehend  all  t^liose  who 
have  not  the  km>wledge  of  the  true  Ood,  bnt  ji  orship 
either  no  God  or   Idols.     2.  Jews,   comprehending  all 
tkose  who  reject  Jesus  Christ  as  ihe  Messiah,  but  expec^ 
qn^  to  come.     S.  Mehomedans,  including  all  those  who 
believe  Mahomet  to  have  been  a  prophet  sent  ol  Ixw^.    *. 
Ciiri^tiaBS,  imdcr  which  we  class  all  those  ^  bo  »^elievB 
th^t  tlie  promised  VI essiah  is  already  come,  thf  ^f^f 
Christ  is  that  Messiah  and  the  !Saviour  ot  the  world.    I  lifl 
respective  members  of  these   general  denominations  ha>^ 
been  stated  a^  follows  :     Mahoracdans,  one  bundrc'i.  and 
forty  milU<ms  ;  C^/hristians,  one  hundred  and  seventy  trve 
millions  ;  Jpvs  t>yo  miUians  five  hundred  thousand  ;  Pa, 
sans  four  hund<red  and  eighty  two  roUlions.     bo  that  w« 
see  that  the  Pagans  risp  in  number  wiperw*  tp  Chi-jst^apKy 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  tl^ree  to  one.   ArfJ  W' e  t^hprefor? 
to  conclude  that  they  are  the  only  favppred  of  the  Lord  Mr 
cause  of  their  i^urai>er  ?  I  iflfer  ypur  answer  feopj  *  beliel 
of  voip-  good  sense. 

Popularity  answers  no  better  purpose  than  antiquity  an* 
numl)er.  'Hs  onlv  like  an  i-nus  faius  ralcnUted  to  m-s 
lead.  Tis  aii  arguoicnt  which  may  bo  made  *«  «P«'ve  ai 
must  any  purpose  be  it  ever  so  extravagant  and  base. 
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Bn!.  admTttin2;this  superior  popnlarify  as  attaching  to 
scientific  systems  or  n^ltgimis  e.^tablishmenta,  does  it  esta- 
blish the  fact,  that  the  doctnnestaAightamon,2;st  them  should 
be  received  as  axioms,  and  not  be  investigated  ?  Are 
we  to  swallow  their  tenets  by  wholesale,  and  satisfy  our 
conscience  l)y  saying  it  is  enough  foi-  me  to  believe  as  the 
multitude  lieli-^ve  ?  We  had  better  follow  the  advice  ot 
the  town  clerk  of  Bphesus  ••  and  do  nothing  rashly,"  Acts 
kix  36.  ard  the  Example  of  the  noble  Bereans,  "ex- 
amine and  search  for  ourselves  arid  not  from  appearances 
receive  with  all  readiness  of  mind,  and  neglect  tO  satisfy 
our  own  reason  and  jiulgment.  Acts  xvii,  ll. 

We  cannot  so  far  impose  on  onr  own  reason  and  jndg- 
mont,  as  to  admit  this  ar-umeut  to  decide,;  for  we  are  assuit- 
ed  tlie  reverse  has  often  been  the  case,  and  public  defa- 
ittMii»n,  instead  of  public  esteem,  has  often  been  the  por- 
tion of  those  who  have  had  truth,  reason,  and  revelation 
60  their  side. 

I  shall  not  lead  you  back  fo  the  opfinion  f>rmedby 
Ilea- hens  concerning  the  Jews,  the  ahtient  church  of  Jeho- 
v'ali  ;  but  I  would  direct  your  minds  (o  the  Saviour.^    TM 
Utmost  purity  of  motive,  the  mo«t  profound  wisdom  in 
ieacliing,  and  the  most  unbound-d  lienevok'nce  of  heart ! 
were  no  sufficient  securities  to  him  agninst  the  'or^wnts  of 
prejudice  and  the  shafts  of  milavol.nce.     For   'longh  at 
one  time  we  see  by  the  splendour  of  his  miracl'js,  and  the 
power  of  his  teaching  the  tide  of  popular  applause  turm'd 
strongly  in  his  favour,  and  we  hear  the  mul»i<nde   with 
rapture  crying  "  Hosaniiah  to  the  sori  of  David,  blessed  is 
he  that  coraeth  ia  the  name  of  the  Lord ;"    Yet  soon  the 
tide  is  turned  and  ihey  clamour  fv)r  his  blood.     And  was  lu 
not  so  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles  ?    They  were  remesent- 
ed  as  bemg  impious  and  profane,  as  ])pactlcing  in  llieir  re 
ligious  meetings  gluttony,  druuk:enness,  aduUery  and  in- 
cest, with  worshiping  the  head  of  an  ass.  unison  the  a?l 
mission  of  a  membc*'  into  the  oriviloges  of  their  comiiuiui- 
ty  with  murdering  a  child  and  driiiklns;  its  Movd   as  a 
liledse  of  their  mutual  and  iuvioliible  secrecy.     Vn\t  com 
log  down  to  the  Reformation,  a  similar  scencmx'jcnts  if 
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fcoU',  and  the  s;im.  cl(»spiral)le  conduct  is  piirsned.  Xo 
sooii'.  (iid  aWivivliflV,  tiJeroniP,  a  Hnsse,  and  a  Lnther, 
stiTid  ua-.i.  :is  cpposers  of  papal  iRi))osition  and  absnrdity, 
than  tl'.oy  were  exhibited  to  the  world  as  apostates,  |)er- 
verers  »If  the  truth,  and  called  by  their  bitter  ChHstiau 
enemies  •*  the  spawn  of  the  bottomless  j)it.'- 
':  jTint  h.\s  it  not  ueen  the  same  witli  science  ?  has  not  er- 
ror  i'ften  been  p  pular  and  tnith  scouted  as  preposterous 
anfV:\l»snrd  ?  That  error  lias  often  been  popular  1  need 
only  refer  yon  the  peripatetic  philosophy  whicii  was  once 
received  and  <"UiL;bt  in  all  the  popular  schocds,  but  is  now 
laid  .side.  T.ie  opinions  of  Plato  and  the  Copernicaa 
system  of  astronomy  are  all  superceded  by  modern  dis- 
coveries. •  >      . 

On  the  other  side  we  see  truth  >  as  been  in  obscurity 
blooming  like  a  iiower  in  the  wilderness,  wasting  its  bal- 
my fragrence.  Witness  the  fate  of  Socrates.  I  could 
swell  this  discourse  beyond  its  proper  limits,  by  adducing 
instances  on  both  sides,  but  enough  has  been  said  to  piove 
that  popularity  is  no  certain  criterion  by  which  we  are  to 
judge  of  the  truth  and  excellence  of  sentiments  and  sys- 
tems. Now  as  none  of  these  arguments  serve  our  pur- 
pose we  naturally  turn  our  attenti(ni  to  another  surt  of 
proof,  in  favour  of  ihir^  venerable,  this  ancient,  this  cxcel- 
ienl  but  murh  abused  institution.  Tiiis  proof  must  be  feli- 
citrd  by  thp  denienuour  of  its  members.  To  those  in  au- 
thority f  would  address  myself.  (Here  all  the  officers 
*(and  up.)  -  '      ;      "  :>  *^ 

"i'o  you  T  would  observe  that  your  responsibility  is 
great. '  It  behoves  the  man  at  the  helm  to  be  so!>er,  ami 
th.'  una  in  commuid  to  be  cautious,  courageous,  and  per- 
severing. 

1*  is  vour  'l-jtv  to  senrch  into  the  records  of  this  institu- 
tion T  Mid  wh'le  yen  do  th's  let  your  emulation  be  excited, 
y  >ii  and  Of  y.)ur  lle-ifters  men  in  the  most  exalted  ^ta- 
iv>:\^.  and  men  of  t!r'i;rv"atest  talents  and  influence.  Kings, 
divhes.  philo  iOiJlier-^  an  1  men  of  science  in  every  rivil- 
i7,"d  mlion.  Let  it  I)",  \wy  !i!,>^!jest  ambition  to  inv  ite 
iheir  virtues.     It  h    vr>v.r  business  to    euli^rce  the  laws  ol 
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tills  institution.  Tlien  let  every  member  see  in  your  con- 
clue*  tl»^'  P'ltli  heouj2;htto  tread.  It  is  observed  of  Julius 
C'etisar  (liat  he  never  said  to  his  soldiers  "Ite  ite"  but 
"  venite."  That  is  he  never  said  "  goon,"  i)ut  come  o:i,  or 
«  toll«>w  rae."  Vour  life  should  be  a  comment  on  those 
excellent  laws  it  has  become  your  duty  to  illustrate  and 
enforce. 

Nov  unto  you  wTio  are  to  be  governed  I  would  say, 
(here  all  the  members  rise,)  let  it  be  more  your  endeavor 
to  keep,  than  to  mend  our  laws,  "  let  every  one  be  in  sub- 
jection to  the  powers  that  be."  You  know  it  is  a  truth 
much  to  be  lamented,  that  many  have  violated  the  most 
solemn  vows,  sacred  injunctions,  and  affectionate  advices, 
have  ^diewn  themselves  '^  rebels  to  all  law  both  human 
and  divine,"  and  have  thereby  disgraced  this  institution. 
You  know  among  the  bulk  of  mankind  there  are  but  few 
who  have  the  goVnl  sense  to  discriminate  between  the  pe- 
culiarilies  of  individuals  and  the  peculiarities  of  systems. 
The  multitude  condemn  by  wholesale,  the  misconduct 
of  one  is  attached  to  the  \vhole.  Then  let  us  make  an  aw- 
ful pause  : and  interrogate  ourselves  thus.     Shall  I 

perjure  myself?  Shall  I  break  my  solemn  vows  and  vio- 
late the  laws  of  this  institution  ?  shall  I  plant  thorns  in 
my  own  bosom  and  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  my  l)est 
frieitds  and  brethren  ?  That  we  may  not  my  dear  breth- 
ren !  let  us  all  seek  after  that  vigorous  Faith, — that  con- 
firmed, glorious  Hope  :— and  that  glowing,  celestial  Char- 
ity, of  which  we  have  been  speaking  For  it  is  in  vain  to 
strive  to  produce  an  effect  without  a  correspondent  cause. 
''  Make  the  tree  good  and  then  the  fruit  w  ill  be  good." — 
"VVe  may  cull  the'choicest  sentiments  from  the  best  authors, 
we  may  resolve  and  re-resolve,  and  still  have  to  complain 
«  when  I  would  do  good  evil  is  present  with  me," 

Unless  we  have  the  principle  of  Piety,  we  can  never  u- 
niformly  practice  it.  My  very  dear  brethren,  a  man  may 
be  r.  good  man  and  not  be  a  mason,  but  a  irian  cannot  be 
a  good  mason  but  mnst  be  a  good  raan.  This  you  know 
by  having  become  acnufiinted  with  the  peculiarities  of  this 
iii  dtution.     A  detail  of  its  intrinsic  excellence,  and  a  full 
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developemetit  of  its  rules  miglit  kJive  a  tendency  to  pxalt 
it  in  the  p«hUe  esteem  ;  but  hew  would  those  be  aide  to 
shew  tneir  faces  before  aft  enlightened  public  who  !ia>xj 
basely  trampled  on  its  laws,  broken  all  its  injnnctions,  de- 
spised its  fellowship,  and  wickedly  crested  th?n.sehes 
from  its  kind  embiace,  and  darted  beyond  tbe  stretch  of 
its  Charity  ? 

These  have  injured  the  cause  they  were  bound  to  serve, 
and  have  lacerated  Mie  hearts  of  their  brethfen,  and  stand 
anomalies  in  the  sentimental  world.  As  I  am  a  slranger 
amongst  you  I  cannot  think  myself  in  danger  of  being  tax- 
ed with  being  personfii  in  my  remarks.  I  declare  I  am 
Dot,  imt  if  I  were  let  the  individuals  who  deserve*,  the  cen- 
fcure  feel  all  the  poignancy  of  conviction,  and  would  to  God 
he  may  be  reclaimed. 

I  nerer  was  more  sincere  or  more  freed  fi  om  an  incli- 
Baiioti  to  bestow  unmerited  compliment  than  at  this  time, 
"when  I  say  *'  I  hope  better  thing? of  you."  The  person- 
al acquaintance^  I  have  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  with  somfe 
of  you  not  only  excites  the  hojje,  but  guarantees  Ihe  belief 
that  tlie  purposes  ofthis  institute; n  K;»all  not  l)e  perverted 
©r  desecrated  by  you.  I  hope  ihc  ''ibc  will  tf^/vr  come 
"when  it  w  ill  be  considered  oth»*i  *v  ne  nun  an  honour  to 
have  a  name  amongst  you.  As  this  City  is  ^lie  metropo* 
lis  of  the  Province,  I  hope  this  Lodge  will  distinguish  it- 
self by  its  strict  jidherence  to  its  own  laws  which  will  make 
k  an  ewsample  to  others. 

I  never  feel  more  attac^  :d  to  this  institution  than  wlteA 
.1  am  revolving  in  my  mind  the  present  condition  of  man. 
The*  misforrtunes  to  which  he  is  exposed,  ur.d  the  ifjictua- 
tions  to  which  he.  is  liable,  shew  the  necessity  of  combin- 
ing fort.*  aToiding  or  alleviating  our  sorrows.  Kvery 
true  philanthropist  must  approve  of  everj'  association  that 
has  for  its  object  the  protection  of  the  stranger,  the  comfort 
«£  the  afflicted,  and  the  lessening  of  human  misery  in  what- 
ever sliape  it  may  present  itself.  And  amongst  us  this  is 
»ot  confined  to  nation  or  to  colour  ;  in  every  class  of  soci- 
ety we  have  bietlyreri.  No  difference  of  opinion  in  mat^ 
ters  rfk^ive  to  IAav,  polities  or  religion  is  sufftn'ed  to  dis- 
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sol  ve  our  l)ond  of  affection.  T.et  us  then  appreva  that 
which  is  excellent  and  ^*  hold  fast  tliat  which  u  g»>i*d,** 
that  after  o'lr  mutual  assistances  while  travelling  tfcurough 
the  checkered  maze  of  |)rovidence,  we  may  have  »n  en- 
trance administered  unto  us  abundantly  into  the  kingdom 
of  everlasting  repose,  and  on  our  way  be  this  our  individu- 
al prayer. — 

Fither  of  light  and  'ife,  thou  good  Supreme, 

O.  teat  h  me  wliat '.s  good  ;  teach  methyseif. 

Save  me  from  fol  v,  vani'y  and  vice,  * 

And  everv  low  pursuit,  and  /eed  my  «oul 

Willi  knowledge.  <  «n(  ious  peace,  Hiid  virtue,  purt, 

Sacred.  e»»h**(ntial.  never  fading  bliss — Thomson. 

<•  Now  unto  him  that  is  ablp  lo  do  exceeding  ahHn<!ant- 
ly.  above  all  that  we  ran  isk  or  think,  be  allhoaor  apd  |jlo- 
ry,  world  without  end,  Amen. 


FINIS, 


Erratum In  the  introduction,  for  Roblin  read  l^oliiji. 
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